
A Study of Philippians
BISHOP EDDIE GROSS 
CLASS 3 - THE POWER OF HUMILITY

Scripture:
Philippians 2:1-16


The Power of Humility

Philippians 2:1-4 “Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if 
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-
minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be 
done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others 
better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for 
the interests of others.””

• Paul tells of the importance of unity that can only come through humility.

• Humility - sober in one’s estimation of self “ [being neither arrogant nor self-righteous]”

• humility - does not mean devaluing yourself nor does it mean to act broken in spirit

• at the heart humility means to always check yourself and your motives

• notice: “let nothing be done through selfish ambition or out of conceit”

• Esteem others - let the respect and value of others be more important to you than 
you receiving esteem and value

• Mark 12:38-40 “38 Then He said to them in His teaching, “Beware of the scribes, 
who desire to go around in long robes, love greetings in the 
marketplaces, 39 the best seats in the synagogues, and the best places at 
feasts, 40 who devour widows’ houses, and [a]for a pretense make long prayers. 
These will receive greater condemnation.”

• Imagine a church that looked out for the interests of it’s members AND the interests of 
the community it serves
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• Further reading: 1 Peter 5:4-6, Luke 14:7-11

The Greatest Example of Humility

Philippians 2:5-11 “5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it [b]robbery to be equal 
with God, 7 but [c]made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance 
as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the 
death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the 
name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the 
earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.”

• Trinity - God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit - triune one God in 3 
personhood (h2o - Ice cube, water, steam)

• Each personhood of the Trinity are equal in all aspects (power, authority, 
characteristics)

• AMP vs 6 “who, although He existed in the form and unchanging essence of God [as 
One with Him, possessing the fullness of all the divine attributes—the entire 
nature of deity], did not regard equality with God a thing to be 
grasped or asserted [as if He did not already possess it, or was afraid of losing 
it]”

• vs 7 “ 7 but [c]made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men

• God the Son, {emptied Himself of His divine privilege as one who disrobes 
oneself} wraps Himself in the form of the humanity He created

• The Creator of both heaven and Earth then subjected Himself to the very mankind 
He created

• vs 8 “ And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 
and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

• WHY? John 3:16  [Further Reading John 19]

• God the Son born into humanity, stricken by humanity, beaten by humanity, 
accused to be evil by humanity, rejected by humanity, hung on a cross by 
humanity, He who knew no sin became sin on the cross to save Humanity!

• Considering this.. who then will you not serve, who then will you not honor, who 
then will you not love, who then will you not forgive… Jesus died for all of us!

• God exalted Jesus the Christ because of His complete humility to save the very 
humanity He created! 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Humility at Work

Philippians 2:12-16 “12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in 
my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to 
do for His good pleasure. Do all things without [d]complaining and disputing,
[e] 15 that you may become blameless and [f]harmless, children of God without fault 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights 
in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ 
that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.”

• Be Humble - Even in serving God we have nothing within ourselves we boast about:

• It’s God who is giving us the power/ability to serve Him… we bring nothing worthy to 
God - only our willingness

• Be Joyful - Stop Complaining - No room to complain/dispute - grumbling or 
complaining….. 

• Note: A complaint is nothing more than an unmet expectation put to words.. 

• Principle: You cannot serve God with a complaining spirit. 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:18 “in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you”

• Be a Bright Light - We live in a dark world (under the power of the rulers of darkness) 
but we are lights that shine in this dark world.

• Hold Fast - We are to hold fast to but also eagerly offer to this dark world the word of 
life (the Gospel message of Jesus)

• Get Results - No running or laboring in vain… God wants increase!

• Further Reading - Matthew 25:14-30 Luke 14:15-24

Destiny Points:

• The power of God works through UNITY and that UNITY comes through the people of 
humility…. people with the heart of the kingdom and a passion for the lost

• John 3:16 is the greatest expression of love and humility - Jesus went to the cross  
because He loves us

• Do more praying than complaining - Repent for complaining - God gave us everything 
and we should give back to Him no less

• Be RESULTS Minded - Allow God to use you, impact your surroundings,  bring 
increase to His kingdom

Copyright © 2021 EFDC  of 3 3 equippedfordestiny.org

http://equippedfordestiny.org

	A Study of Philippians

