
Difficult Questions
BISHOP EDDIE GROSS 
CLASS 9 - WHY WOULD A LOVING GOD SEND ANYONE TO HELL?

The Question: 

1. If God is so loving then why would He send a person to hell? 

2. How loving is that? 

The Context: 

• Atheist: In his book “The God Delusion,” Richard Dawkins wrote, “The God of the Old 
Testament is arguably the most unpleasant character in all of fiction: jealous and proud of it; 
a petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a 
misogynistic, homophobic, racist, infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, pestilential, 
megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic, capriciously malevolent bully.”Some of them feel that 
God’s lack of intervention raises serious concerns for them 

• Teacher at a Baptist Seminary: ““The Bible is simply a collection of men’s ideas about God. 
In the Old Testament you find man’s worst thoughts about God: a bloodthirsty deity who 
constantly sought revenge. In the New Testament you find man’s loftiest ideas of God as 
exemplified in Jesus.” 

• Both are unbiblical views of God: Angry ready to strike us down at a moment notice - or a 
God so in love with mankind that He simply turns a blind eye to our misdeeds, sins, 
injustices, and self-serving choices 

The Justice of  God 

• “justice” is the rendering of judgement based upon a rule of law.. either to the good or the 
bad  

• The character trait of God is that He’s “just” - meaning faithful to the standard of the rule of 
law - either to the good or to the bad 

• Isaiah 61:8 ““For I, the Lord, love justice; I hate robbery for burnt offering; I will direct 
their work in truth, And will make with them an everlasting covenant.” 
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• Romans 12:17-19 “Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all 
men. If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. Beloved, do 
not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I 
will repay,” says the Lord.” 

• Note: “do not avenge yourself” because only God can avenge evil… and should we 
avenge evil ourselves then we must be judged by the same standard .. which would in 
return bring “judgement” on ourselves..  

• The bible declares that the wages (results of sin) is death… death is the only payment for sin 
against God..  

• Genesis 3:6-7 “6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that 
it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and 
ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves [b]coverings.” 

• Genesis 3:21 “Also for Adam and his wife the Lord God made tunics of skin, and clothed 
them.”  There was a death associated with Adam’s rebellion 

• God showed both His love and His justice 

• There is no such thing as God’s love without God’s justice.. all sin must be paid for 

• The Lord God is both loving and just! 

The Forbearance of  God  

• “Forbearance” is a word mostly used in the KJV/NKJV - which means “to delay judgement, 
to hold back the rendering of justice” 

• Ex. When a jury hears a case, and returns a verdict of guilty, but the judge the says.. “We’ll 
set the next court at ______ for sentencing” - that’s forbearance 

• Now we have a better understanding of OT animal sacrifice for sin.. not because God was 
blood thirsty and enjoyed that..  

• The OT animal sacrifices did 3 things: 

• 1. SATISFIED God’s standard for justice; 2. DELAYED the full payment requested  3. 
DEMONSTRATED His love by giving us an opportunity to repent and to accept Jesus’ 
ultimate payment for our sins [Romans 5:8] 

• Romans 2:3-4 “And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such 
things, and doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God? Or do you 
despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the 
goodness of God leads you to repentance?” 
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• Romans 3:21-26 “But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being 
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through faith in 
Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, 
through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had 
passed over the sins that were previously committed, to demonstrate at the present 
time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus. 

• propitiation - the sacrifice of atonement and reconciliation - the blood of animals 
postponed the full the payment for sin but could never pay the bill.. (interest payments) 

The Love of  God 

• John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” 

• Here’s the reality that most do not understand: WE ALL ARE GUILTY!  

• Romans 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, “ 

• Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” 

• We’re all guilty before God but through His forbearance we’re awaiting sentencing..  

• We will all be judged - period [Hebrews 9:27] - the question is “In which judgement will you 
stand” 

• Hebrews 9:27-28 “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 
judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait 
for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.” 

• 2 Timothy 4:7-8 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have 
loved His appearing.” 

• Principle: God does not/will not send anyone to hell.. we must CHOOSE hell… and He will 
honor our choice 

• John 3:17-19 “ For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through Him might be saved. “He who believes in Him is not condemned; 
but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God.  And this is the condemnation, that the light has 
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come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil. “ 

• 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is 
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to 
repentance.” 

 
Destiny Points: 

• God’s Justice demands that all sin be paid for - penalty paid  

• God’s Forbearance demonstrates His love for the world by giving all of us the opportunity to 
accept Jesus - before final sentencing 

• God’s Love for us is clear as He sent His Son Jesus Christ to pay the price for our sins with 
His own blood! 
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