
Difficult Questions
BISHOP EDDIE GROSS 
CLASS 10 - CAN A CHRISTIAN LOSE THEIR SALVATION?

The Question: 

1. Can a person who has placed their faith in Christ lose their salvation? 

The Context: 

• Challenge is the assumption towards the quality of the believer’s decision to begin with. The 
default can easily be “well they weren’t really saved anyway” 

• Challenge is that we’ve approached this from the perspective of Jesus’ ability to keep us - 
and not the individual responsibility to be kept [ the strength of is blood] 

The Warning 

Hebrews 6:1-3 “Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us 
go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of 
faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the 
dead, and of eternal judgment. And this we will do if God permits.” 

• “leaving the discussion” - these Jewish converts to Christianity was stuck and stunted in 
their growth because they struggled to reconcile the “elementary principles” - the 
foundational teaching 

• The basics: repentance, faith, washing rituals, laying on of hands, the resurrection -  

• AMP - [These are all important matters in which you should have been proficient long 
ago.] - “You should be farther along in your growth and your knowledge of God than to 
still be in a place of struggle concerning foundational issues 

• Principle: “Progressing in your knowledge of God is not just necessary for your spiritual 
growth but also for your spiritual survival!” 

• Hebrews 5:9-11 “And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to 
all who obey Him, called by God as High Priest “according to the order of Melchizedek,” of 
whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.” 
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• The Hebrew writer is saying.. “I want to teach you deep truths but I cannot, because 
you’ve become sluggish and dull in your hearing [unable to listen or receive] 

• Note: It is a dangerous thing to try to teach deep truths to  people who have a shallow 
foundation - they can’t handle that! 

• Hebrews 3:12-14  AMP “Take care, brothers and sisters, that there not be in any one of you 
a wicked, unbelieving [d]heart [which refuses to trust and rely on the Lord, a heart] that 
turns away from the living God. 13 But continually encourage one another every day, as 
long as it is called “Today” [and there is an opportunity], so that none of you will be 
hardened [into settled rebellion] by the deceitfulness of sin [its cleverness, delusive 
glamour, and sophistication]. 14 For we [believers] have become partakers of Christ [sharing 
in all that the Messiah has for us], if only we hold firm our newborn confidence [which 
originally led us to Him] until the end, ”  

• God gives us free will to choose Christ and He gives us free will to stay with Christ 

• 1 Peter 5:8 talks about our adversary the devil and how he hunts for prey..  

• The enemy preys on the saints that are not progressing and not growing [marriages, 
finances, relationships, their whole being] 

The Falling Away 

Hebrews 6:4-6 “For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have 
tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the 
good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall away, to renew them 
again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to 
an open shame.” 

• The views: 

• View 1: Holds that those who fall away are people who have professed to be believers but 
really are not. One writer who held this view claimed that they are well-instructed 
unbelievers. 

• Problem: The Hebrew write uses three words to the contrary [They were once 
enlightened, they became partakers, and they have have tasted heavenly gifts, the good 
word of God] 

• View 2: Holds that the whole situation as hypothetical. They believe that if a Christian 
could lose his salvation, which he cannot, it would be impossible for him to be saved 
again. 

• Problem: It ignores the obvious truth of the text and not worth evaluating 
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• View 3: Holds that only Hebrew Christians, living before the destruction of the temple 
(A.D. 70), could fall away. This condition is isolated to the Jewish converts of that period.  

• Problem: See problem state for view 2 

• View 4: Holds that those who fall away are believers who turn away from God's truth and 
embrace error (i.e., apostates). 

• Support: vs 6 “If they fall away” - could only mean that this choice is possible 

• What does the scripture mean by “fall away” - Greek “para-pip-to” to forsake, fall away, 
to commit apostasy, a total renunciation of the faith 

• Committing sin or having a struggle with sin.. is carnality 

• Denouncing Christ [more than mere words but also the deeds in alignment] is apostasy 

• “Impossible  to renew them again to repentance” - why? Because the person has renounced 
the very Spirit that brings conviction - there is a point of no return 

The Last days 

Hebrews 6:7-8 “For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears 
herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God; but if it bears 
thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned.” 

• We’re in the age of the great falling away.. that begins with UNFRUITFULNESS 

• Are you taking in the rain but producing nothing fruitful for God’s kingdom? 

• Being a Christian in name only but bearing no fruit? The Lord of the harvest wants to reap 
what’s HIS! 

• 1 Timothy 4:1-2 “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from 
the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in 
hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,” 

• Do not think it strange to hear about high profile, widely known people rejecting Christ 
[Pastors, Christian singers, Actors, people with platform and influence] 

• John 15:1-4 ““I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that 
does not bear fruit He [a]takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may 
bear more fruit. You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to 
you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.” 

• Principle: God the Father keeps nothing that does not reflect His kingdom [takes away] 
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• Matthew 24:11-14 “ 11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 And 
because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to 
the end shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world 
as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.” 

 
Destiny Points: 

• God is calling us and warning us to GROW in sound doctrine - you can’t in what you don’t 
know 

• In these last days you’ve got to remain steadfast and progressing..[1 Cor 15:58] 

• God is calling us to be fruitful in Him even more so as the end approaches 
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